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Brief Description:  Concerning the assessment and treatment for chemical dependency.

Sponsors:  Representatives Moeller and Cody.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Prohibits a treatment provider from providing both the assessment and treatment for 
chemical dependency unless the treatment provider operates its business as part of a 
hospital, community health center, or other facility which offers an array of health 
care services.

Hearing Date:  1/25/11

Staff:  Linda Merelle (786-7092).

Background: 

The Division of Behavioral Health and Recovery Services licenses treatment providers for the 
evaluation and treatment of persons who have alcohol and other drug use disorders, including 
chemical dependency.  After an assessment or evaluation is performed, appropriate chemical 
dependency treatment may be in the form of individual or group counseling.  Treatment may be 
provided through outpatient or residential (inpatient) services.

Many persons who seek an evaluation to determine whether they require chemical dependency 
treatment have been ordered to do so by a court.  An assessment performed by a chemical 
dependency professional will identify the severity of a substance abuse problem and contain a 
recommendation for the appropriate level of treatment.  The level of treatment may range from 
an 8-hour class to a 2-year treatment program.

Summary of Bill: 

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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A chemical dependency treatment provider may not provide both the assessment and treatment 
for chemical dependency unless that provider operates within a health facility.  A health facility 
is defined as a hospital, a rural care facility, a psychiatric hospital, a community mental health 
center, or an ambulatory diagnostic, treatment, or surgical facility.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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